
Byelaws 

 The Board will recall that I presented the latest situation at the last meeting in 

July, i.e. that further consideration needed of the implications of putting 

byelaws in place. Since that time I can confirm that officers from Somerset’s 

local authorities have responded to a request for their views. To summarise: 

 

o The potential benefits of byelaws are understood however there are 

concerns about putting byelaws in place at this current time; 

o Further work is needed to define exactly what we would seek to control 

by byelaws and to assess the resource implications of putting them in 

place, particularly given the lack of current limited capacity within local 

authorities to manage and enforce them; 

o The current focus of the flood risk management authorities should be 

on ensuring the SRA becomes a sustainably funded body rather than 

undertaking to introduce a further system of control when the local 

authority financial situation is so challenging. 

 

 There are recognised benefits of putting byelaws in place and exerting further 

control on land drainage/water management in Somerset. However, we need 

to be satisfied that we are in a position to do it properly and effectively, and be 

able to provide a sustainable service which meets the needs of the county.    

 It is possible for a single authority to be delegated the work of consenting and 

enforcement on behalf of all local authorities in Somerset. Additional resource 

would be required to do this as there is currently no existing capacity to do 

this work.  

 It is noted that the Environment Agency is changing its system for 

Environmental Permitting and is proposing to include a national set of main 

river byelaws within the Environmental Permitting regime. As part of this move 

they will be developing lists of works that can be: 

 excluded from the requirement for consent;  

 exemptions where the work is registered but approval is not 

required; 

  ‘deemed to satisfy’ details that are automatically approved, and  



 bespoke consents, which is currently the situation for everything. 

It would be reasonable to ensure any ordinary watercourse 

byelaws are consistent with main river byelaws. 

 It is worth waiting to see how this system evolves and to see how the 

Somerset authorities can extend or duplicate this system across other 

watercourses. 

 The recommendation to the Board is that, due to the need to focus on 

the SRA becoming a sustainably funded organisation, the current 

pressures on local authority budgets, and the evolving picture with the 

Environment Agency’s Environmental Permitting that the imposition of 

byelaws is deferred until the implications of doing so are clearer.  
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