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SRA BOARD MEETING – 20
th

 JUNE 2016 
 

THE SRA BOARD 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Board of the Somerset Rivers Authority held in the 
Wyndham Room of Somerset County Council on Monday 20th June, 2016 at 10am. 

 
PRESENT 

 
Cllr J Osman (in the Chair) 
Tony Bradford, Parrett IDB, Vice-
Chairman  
Ray Adlam, Axe Brue IDB 
Cllr Martin Dewdney, WSC 
Cllr Anne Fraser, SDC 
Andrew Gilling, Axe Brue IDB 
Nick Gupta, EA 
Matthew Heard, Natural England 
David Jenkins, Wessex RFCC 
Cllr Tom Killen, MDC 
Cllr Ric Pallister, SSDC 

David Spicer, Parrett IDB 
Cllr John Williams, TDBC 
 
In Attendance: 
Doug Bamsey, SDC 
Rachel Burden, EA 
Cllr David Hall, SCC 
Paula Hewitt, SCC  
Nick Stevens, SDBC  
Iain Sturdy, SDBC 
Vega Sturgess, SSDC 
 

 
 
1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
As Tony Bradford had a disclosable pecuniary interest as well as a personal and 
prejudicial interest in confidential Item 3, it was agreed that he would leave the room 
before Item 3 came up and take no part in the discussion or vote. No other 
declarations of interest were made, beyond the usual ones already recorded by 
Members. 
 
2. FUTURE FUNDING OF THE SRA: UPDATE ON PRECEPTING LEGISLATION, 
FUNDING PLAN FOR 2017/18 - agenda item 2 
 
Cllr John Osman reminded members that he had been empowered by them on 
several occasions to write to the Secretaries of State Liz Truss [Defra] and Greg Clark 
[DCLG] asking for the legislation needed to make Somerset Rivers Authority into a 
separate precepting authority. Since the last SRA Board meeting, Cllr Osman said he 
had spoken to Greg Clark on the telephone and in person, and he was now delighted 
to report the good news that Greg Clark believes that legislation will be passed in the 
Local Growth and Jobs Bill. There will be a number of terms: not Somerset-specific, 
but they will allow local authorities and partners to create precepting authorities. In 
Greg Clark’s words, this is a compromise: a power for those who want such powers; 
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not every authority does. Greg Clark’s assurance is that the Bill will deliver what is 
required to create the SRA. Legislation is being drafted; Cllr Osman said he had 
offered SRA resources to assist. Voting on the Bill was expected to take place this 
autumn, ready to be enacted early next year, in time for the SRA to set a precept in 
February for the next financial year.  
 
However, Cllr Osman added that he had since heard it suggested that the necessary 
timetable would not be achieved by February, prompting him to urge civil servants to 
move forward as quickly as possible, in accordance with the Minister’s wishes. So 
while the news about legislation was good, the SRA needed to keep the pressure up, 
to make sure it could raise money as a separate precepting authority in time for next 
year. 
    
The following points and questions were raised during the discussion: 
 
Sedgemoor  District Council: Sedgemoor’s leader has made it quite clear that he is 
not prepared to sign up to continue funding the SRA under the special arrangements 
agreed for 2016/17, and there has to be an understanding as to how the drainage 
rate for Sedgemoor will be dis-aggregated from future precepting – otherwise there 
will be serious trouble. Sedgemoor is willing to be the ogre as a means of getting 
matters resolved. Things cannot go on as they are. Responses: 1 Sedgemoor’s 
position had been raised; the contents of quite a long email from Sedgemoor’s leader 
to Cllr Osman would be fed back. Civil servants had indicated that this year’s 
arrangement of adding 1.25% on to council tax could be continued for ever, but Cllr 
Osman was aware that some local authorities might not be happy with that. 2 
Sympathy was expressed with Sedgemoor over the amount it pays to the drainage 
boards but the whole concept of spreading the cost of the SRA’s extra work across 
Somerset was that existing funding remained in place. The idea of funding the SRA 
was sold to members of Taunton Deane because they recognised that water from the 
borough ended up in Sedgemoor - and that they were topping up, rather than 
replacing, existing funding. 
 
Internal Drainage Boards: If legislation went through, should the IDBs be worried 
about changes to their funding arrangements? Would they still get their special levy? 
Could there be changes to the Land Drainage Act?  Are there any safeguards? 
Response: this was another issue that had been raised. Pressure had been coming 
from IDBs upcountry. Greg Clark had said he was making the legislation non-specific 
so as not to affect IDB funding. 
 
Will the SRA have prior notification of what is in the legislation so that if it affects 
drainage boards, not just in Somerset but across the country, representations can be 
made? Issues such as Sedgemoor’s potential disaggregation are of concern. 
Response: the SRA will see a draft and it has offered its resources to help the 
Government with appropriately worded provisions. 
 
Two civil servants from DCLG and Defra are to attend the next SRA Board meeting; 
knowledge and authority were called for. 
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Cllr Osman concluded by saying that various issues (the positions of Sedgemoor and 
the IDBs, the principles of spreading the cost and topping-up) had to be taken into 
account, so as not to upset any partners and to make sure that SRA members 
continued to go forward together. If Somerset County Council was going to be asked 
to fund £2million on council tax next year, it was also important to make sure it was 
happy.  
 
3. SOWY / KSD – confidential agenda item 3 
 
Vice-Chairman Tony Bradford left the room before this item and took no further part in 
the meeting. Two members of the public were present. They also left before this 
confidential item as the Board agreed they had to be excluded.  
 
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC  
 
Under Regulation 4 of the Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and 
Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012, the Board excluded the press 
and public from the meeting on the basis that if they were present during the business 
to be transacted there would be a likelihood of disclosure of exempt information, 
within the meaning of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972. 
 
Reason: Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular 
person (including the authority holding that information) 
 
The Minutes of this discussion are confidential and not available to the public. For 
SRA Board members, they are contained in confidential appendix A. 
 
4. AOB – agenda item 4 
 
There was no other business. 
 
The meeting finished at 11.01am. 
 
Chair Signature: 
 
 
 
 
Date: 
 
 


