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Item No. Title Outcome 

2 Minutes of the 
meeting on 21st 
October 2015 
 

The minutes of the Board Meeting held on 21st 
October 2015 were agreed, with one minor 
change. 

4 2016/17 Funding and 
Landowner Charges 
 

The Board voted to support the 
recommendations made: 

 Drop the requirement for 
landowner/occupier charges within 
precepting legislation. 

 Review options for greater 
landowner/occupier involvement in the 
land management work stream to build 
on interest. 

The Board also agreed to: 

 Investigate Cllr Trollope-Bellew’s 
suggestion of buying a slotter machine 
for loaning out to landowners.  

 Write to Government ministers 
expressing the SRA’s continued strong 
wish for legislation to be introduced this 
year establishing the SRA as a 
precepting body. 

5 Meeting the needs of 
the natural 
environment 

The Board noted the four recommendations of 
the paper to: 

 Acknowledge the local, national and 
international conservation importance 
of the Somerset Levels and Moors 
wetland, and of other natural assets in 
Somerset including the Mendip Hills, 
the Quantocks, Exmoor and the 
Somerset coast; and the benefits these 
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areas bring to local people and 
businesses. 

 Acknowledge the important role that 
the natural environment, and the 
Somerset Levels and Moors in 
particular, play in increasing flood 
resilience.  

 Put into practice a catchment approach 
to flood risk management across 
Somerset, and create new mechanisms 
for farmers and landowners to engage 
with natural flood management.  

 Recognise that upgrading and 
operating the water level management 
infrastructure in Somerset could 
damage the natural environment and 
therefore require delivery partners to 
work together to address these 
concerns and set up clear and 
transparent operational protocols.  

6 Sowy/ KSD update 
and decision 

The Board voted to: 

 Note the feedback from consultation 
and stakeholders and the revised 
programme for delivery of the 
Sowy/KSD scheme; 

 Proceed to the next phase of the 
Sowy/KSD scheme, and put a Design 
and Build contract out to tender; 

 Approve the Environment Agency (EA) 
as the SRA’s delivery partner, and the 
use of the EA’s existing supplier 
frameworks. 

7 SRA MoU and 
Constitution review 

The Board agreed that discussion should be 
deferred to a separate Board meeting or 
workshop, to be held before the current 
agreements expired. 

10 AOB The Board welcomed the idea of organising 
“SRA in practice” events to show interested 
parties, including the media, work that is being 
done in different locations for the SRA.  

 


