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Purpose of the item: 

To review the recommendations from the SRA Joint Scrutiny Panel with a view to 

agreeing, or otherwise, the recommendations put forward. 

Background and context   

At the February 1st 2017 meeting of the SRA Joint Scrutiny Panel, it was agreed that 

two recommendations should be put to the SRA Board.  As a result the Chair of 

Scrutiny wrote to the Chair of the SRA last October with the following 

recommendations: 

1) The Panel recommends that the SRA Board advises each District to set up its 

own District Flood Group, similar to the West Somerset Flood Group, in order to ensure 

that the views of the whole county are represented. 

2) The Panel recommends that the first key priority of the Flood Action Plan be 

amended to include flash flooding. 

Paper ITEM 9a addresses the first Scrutiny recommendation and the remainder of this 

paper addresses the second recommendation. 

The second recommendation proposes an amendment to the Flood Action Plan 

objectives.  The original Somerset Levels and Moors Flood Action Plan had six 

objectives, which are reproduced below:  

1. Reduce the frequency, depth and duration of flooding. 
2. Maintain access for communities and businesses. 
3. Increase resilience to flooding for families, agriculture, businesses, 

communities, and wildlife. 
4. Make the most of the special characteristics of the Somerset Levels and 

Moors (the internationally important biodiversity, environment and cultural 
heritage). 

RECOMMENDATION 

The SRA Board is asked to:  

1. Note the recommendations made by the SRA Joint Scrutiny Panel. 

2. Support and  encourage the formation of District wide flood networks 
3. Agree the proposed approach to forming District wide flood networks 
4. Note the importance and danger associated with flash flooding in the county, 

but make no change to the Somerset Flood Action Plan objectives, given the 

advantages of keeping the language generic. 
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5. Ensure strategic transport connectivity, both within Somerset and through the 
county to the South West peninsula. 

6. Promote business confidence and growth.  
 

Since then, the Somerset Rivers Authority has been formed and the geographic scope 

of the Flood Action Plan has been widened to include the whole of Somerset, in 

recognition of the householder base from which both the current and future precept will 

be raised.  As a result Objective 4 above has been amended to ‘Make the most of the 

special natural characteristics of Somerset and the Plan itself is now known as the 

Somerset Flood Action Plan.   The scope of both is also enshrined in the SRA’s Local 

Memorandum of Understanding and Constitution, and includes many references to 

flooding, flood risk and water management.   With one exception, namely excluding 

activities associated with coastal flood risk, neither the Flood Action Plan, nor the SRA 

Constitution distinguish between types of flooding, but refer to flooding in general.  In 

other words, the current Constitution and Flood Action Plan objectives, by their use of 

the generic term ‘flooding’ include all other types of flooding e.g. fluvial, local, catchment 

scale, flash, slow onset, rapid response, groundwater, surface water, etc.   

Latest status 

Both Scrutiny Panel recommendations have been considered by members of the SRA 

Technical Group and the SRA Management Group.   

The table below summarises the pros and cons of including flash flooding within the 

Somerset Flood Action Plan’s objectives   

Scrutiny 

Recommendation 

Pros Cons 

Include flash 

flooding within 

Objective 1 of the 

Somerset Flood 

Action Plan 

Reflects the danger of 

flash flooding 

Reinforces the 

commitment to 

countywide flood risk 

management, given the 

historic focus on the 

Parrett and Tone 

 

 

It is unnecessary as flash flooding is 

already included in the generic term 

‘flooding’ 

By specifically identifying only one type 

of flooding, there is a risk that the SRA 

and/or the public will see the other 

types, particularly the less obvious, as 

either less important or outside the 

scope of the SRA. 

Maintains flexibility which will allow the 

SRA’s Enhanced Programme to 

respond to circumstances as they 

change. This avoids having to change 

objectives and/or the Constitution as 

types of flooding increase in importance 

and relevance to Somerset.   
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Recommendations: 

The SRA Board is asked to:  

1. Note the recommendations made by the SRA Joint Scrutiny Panel. 

2. Support and  encourage the formation of District wide flood networks 
3. Agree the proposed approach to forming District wide flood networks 
4. Note the importance and danger associated with flash flooding in the county, but 

make no change to the Somerset Flood Action Plan objectives, given the 

advantages of keeping the language generic. 
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