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Purpose of the item 
To update the Board on progress with the project. This paper elaborates on progress 

towards delivering a legally compliant and affordable dredging scheme on the Oath to 

Burrowbridge length of the River Parrett.  

Background and context   

Oath to Burrowbridge project work commenced in late 2017, since that time the design, 

bathymetric and topographic surveys, numerical modelling, and the production of 

environmental surveys and reports, have been undertaken. 

Latest status 

Regulatory compliance 

Following the modelling work undertaken in 2018 and further work on identifying both 

physical and environmental constraints, a design ‘freeze’ was introduced in early 2019. The 

project will deliver 3 to 4m3 of additional conveyance with around 22,000m3 of silt removed 

from the river, increasing the cross-sectional area by around 20%. The design freeze allows 

the environmental regulatory process to be drawn to a conclusion and to gain permits and 

licences as required.  

RECOMMENDATION 

The SRA Board is asked to note the following: 

1. The project is being developed in tandem with the Environment Agency managed 

Sowy Enhancement scheme. Unlike previous dredging projects, the in-

combination effects of both of these projects must be assessed and the details of 

any necessary environmental mitigation agreed before the schemes can be 

accepted as legally compliant.  

2. On 1 May 2019 an informal consultation exercise commenced, which ended on 31 

May. Two public drop-in events were held, one at Burrowbridge, the other in 

Langport. In addition, the project has been covered in local newspapers, websites 

and on local radio. 

3. Further work will now take place to complete the Environmental Statement (ES) 

such that it can be advertised on 1 July with a 30-day statutory consultation exercise 

running until 31 July.  

4. Tender documents are being issued during week commencing 17 June and are 
due to be returned on 15 July. 
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As highlighted previously, the project is being developed in tandem with the Environment 

Agency managed River Sowy Enhancement scheme. Unlike previous dredging projects, 

the in-combination effects of both of these projects must be assessed and the details of any 

necessary environmental mitigation agreed before the schemes can be accepted as legally 

compliant. This work is continuing with regards to the effects on the Special Protection Area 

(SPA) and a Habitat Regulations Assessment is being finalised to inform an Appropriate 

Assessment as to how the works will affect the features of the SPA and Site of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI). This work will be concluded in the next month. 

On 1 May 2019 an informal consultation exercise commenced, which ended on 31 May. 

Two public drop-in events were held, one at Burrowbridge, the other in Langport. In 

addition, the project has been covered in local newspapers, websites and on local radio. 

Further work from the team will now take place to complete the Environmental Statement 

such that it can be advertised on 1 July with a 30-day statutory consultation exercise 

running until 31 July. This will allow the scheme to gain formal sign-off by Parrett Internal 

Drainage Board members in early August. 

Engineering and construction 

In parallel the design team have progressed the contract documents, drawings and other 

documentation to a point where five contractors on the IDB approved suppliers list have 

been approached to express their interest in undertaking the works. All have confirmed they 

wish to tender and have confirmed availability of plant and personnel to undertake the 

works this autumn. Tender documents will be issued mid-June to allow tender returns mid 

to late July. 

It is hoped that, subject to regulatory compliance on environmental matters, a contractor 

can be appointed in early August to commence works mid-August. It is expected that the 

works will take 8 to 10 weeks (subject to good weather). 

Next steps 

Conclusion of the environmental process required under Environmental Impact Assessment 

Regulations (2017) and Habitat Regulations (2010) plus other regulatory requirements, e.g. 

the Environmental Permitting Regulations. This means that the Environmental Statement 

should be signed off after 31 July. Following this the Parrett IDB board will need to take a 

formal decision to proceed with the works. Tenders will be sought from contractors on the 

approved supplier list. The Parrett IDB will be required to sign the award for the selected 

contractor in late July or first week in August. 

Date: 6 June 2019 

Author: Mark Glennerster, Project Manager 


