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ITEM 10c 

Somerset Rivers Authority Board Paper  

Sowy-King’s Sedgemoor Drain (KSD) Enhancement Scheme progress report 

 

Purpose of the item 

To update the Board on the progress of the River Sowy/King’s Sedgemoor Drain (KSD) 
enhancement scheme.  

Background and context   

The Board agreed that works to enhance the River Sowy/KSD should continue with an 
incremental approach. Phase 1 of the main channel improvements are to be constructed by 
April 2021. Work on reducing specific local flow restrictions also continues. 

Latest status 

Following the successful completion of the de-silting works at Parchey and Dunball Bridge 
in Autumn 2018, re-instatement of the dredged material (reseeding of the bank) will take 
place this autumn. 

Development of the Phase 1 scheme design is ongoing for the channel bank restoration 
improvements on the Sowy/KSD. Ecological surveys are currently being undertaken; these 
will inform the environmental assessment activities. Affected landowners have been 
consulted to arrange for access.  

Some early discussions have been held with Historic England and site visit/discussions with 
South West Heritage Trust to understand their views regarding the strengths and 
weaknesses of work done so far to assess impacts on known historical sites. A further site 
inspection is being planned in December 2019 to identify previously unrecorded heritage 
assets, both on the river bank and visible within the channel itself. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The SRA Board is asked to:   

1. Note progress with development of the design for further enhancement of the 
Sowy-King’s Sedgemoor Drain system. 

2. Support key partners and stakeholders to come together to deliver the 
revised Water Level Management Plan (WLMP) and reach a consensus on 
the control structures required for ecological mitigation. 
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There have been several successful workshops with Natural England and the Internal 
Drainage Board to discuss water level control to mitigate the combined impacts for both the 
Sowy/KSD improvements and the Oath to Burrowbridge dredging. The outcome of these 
being that the required mitigation package will now comprise refurbishment/replacement of 
structures in the Raised Water Level Areas (RWLA) on Moorlinch and West Moor along 
with improvements to Egypts Clyse control structure giving a minimum residual design life 
of 25 years. These works will be supplemented by a package of ‘operational changes’ 
across a number of areas along with any eventual revisions required for the Water Level 
Management Plans.  

Initial asset condition surveys of the control structures package are planned for June/July 
2019 to inform the refurbishment works package which will follow afterwards later this year. 

Work is ongoing by designers engaged on finding a local solution to further smooth and 
protect the right bank of the KSD just upstream of the A38 road bridge. The location, 
difficult access and rapidly changing water levels make this a technically challenging 
problem. Progress on identifying the optimum solution for these works has experienced 
some small delays due to the need to reconsider the construction methodology required to 
deliver these works on the ground.   

Consenting  

The Board is asked to support the work to agree the required ‘operational changes’ and 
eventual revisions which will provide legally compliant projects.  

Risks 

Low risk - Programme delays experienced in the design and procurement of the schemes 
to-date cannot be fully recovered this year; as a result more of the construction works will 
need to be undertaken in 2020 which is closer to the funding deadline of 2021.   

Recommendation: 

The SRA Board is asked to:   

1. Note progress with development of the design for further enhancement of the Sowy-
King’s Sedgemoor Drain system. 

2. Support key partners and stakeholders to come together to agree the required 
‘operational changes’ and WLMP revisions required to ensure this and the Oath to 
Burrowbridge dredge schemes are delivered as a legally compliant scheme.  
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