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ITEM 14a 

Somerset Rivers Authority Board Paper (for information) 

Quarterly Key Project Update – Bridgwater Tidal Barrier 

Purpose of the item 

To update the Board on progress with the development and consultation of the Bridgwater 
Tidal Barrier scheme. 

 
Background and context   

The Environment Agency (EA) and Sedgemoor District Council (SDC) are working in 
Partnership to deliver the Bridgwater Tidal Barrier Scheme in 2024, subject to funding and 
statutory approvals. The project will reduce tidal flood risk to 11,300 homes and 1,500 
businesses. The present value benefits are £1,331 million. The present value of capital and 
maintenance costs of the Barrier and downstream banks work is £100 million. The benefit 
cost ratio is 13. The barrier will be located between Express Park and Chilton Trinity village.  
It will have two vertical lift gates. The scheme includes improvements to the existing 
downstream primary flood defences along the river Parrett together with new secondary 
defences in the flood plain. The scheme is classified a Major Project requiring assurance 
from the Environment Agency’s Large Project Review Group (LPRG), Defra and HM 
Treasury. Forecasts of Flood Defence Grant in Aid (FDGiA) and external funding shows the 
scheme is affordable. All funding opportunities are being investigated including the Housing 
Infrastructure Fund. 
 
Somerset County Council (SCC) and SDC submitted the Housing Infrastructure Funding 
(HIF) bid in March. The bid is subject to assessment and clarification with Housing England 
and a decision is anticipated in the autumn 2019. We met Chilton Trinity Parish Council on 
2 July to share proposals for further ground investigations in the autumn. We also issued a 
summary of consultation on the proposed footway / cycleway bridge at the barrier.  
 
Some Chilton Trinity residents and the Parish Council have raised concerns over the 
increased access the bridge provides to the village. SDC’s Executive Committee approved 
inclusion of the footway / cycleway bridge in the scheme. It aligns with the adopted Local 
Plan and the emerging Transport Investment Strategy. It also aligns with SCC’s Local 
Cycling and Walking Investment Plan. We held further meetings with Chilton Trinity Parish 
Council and residents in early September and presented plans to address their concerns 
and sought their support for the scheme proposals. A formal response from the council is 
awaited.  
 
We continue preparing the Transport Works Act Order (TWAO) plans, planning direction 
drawings and land referencing documents for submission at the end of the year. We 
continue consulting landowners to secure agreements for permanent and temporary land, 
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access and borrow pit material to build the downstream defences. We are seeking 
opportunities with landowners to deliver wetland habitat enhancements through the borrow 
pits. 
 
We are finalising the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Environmental 
Statement (ES) which will be submitted with the TWAO. We have sought expressions of 
interest from suppliers specialising in facilitation and funding expertise to help deliver 
enhancements alongside the scheme. Wessex Regional Flood & Coastal Committee has 
approved £4M Local Levy contribution to the scheme 2021/22 to 2024/25 at their meeting 
on 9 July 2019. 
 
Next steps 

 Undertake further ground investigations at the barrier site from late September 
through to the end of the year. We will hold public drop-ins to explain the works and 
understand any issues at the start and part way through. 

 Complete the EIA, ES and TWAO documents and submit these to the Secretary of 
State for the Environment before the end of the year. 

 Continue consultation with key landowners to secure agreements to build the 
scheme.   

 Continue work on opportunities and enhancements to be delivered alongside the 
scheme and identify funding. 

 
Date: 18 September 2019 
 
Author: Andy Hohl, Environment Agency Project Manager 


