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Somerset Rivers Authority Board Paper  

SRA Annual Report 2018-19 
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Purpose 

The SRA Annual Report 2018-19 provides a detailed account of SRA activities during 
2018-19. The Report’s wider publication and distribution would demonstrate the SRA’s 
accountability and show partners, MPs, councillors, stakeholders and residents the full 
range of SRA-funded works across Somerset. 

Background and context   

After the close of the 2015-16 financial year, the SRA compiled a report for Government 
ministers showing how it had spent that year’s interim funding, which included £1.9m 
from Defra. This report was also shared with the Board. 

The End of Year Report 2016-17 covered all SRA funding sources, key projects and 
workstreams, whereas 2015-16 focused just on interim funding. The 2016-17 report 
was primarily produced for the SRA Board, as a substitute for a Q4 summary of 
progress, but it was also intended for a wider audience. As people across Somerset pay 
for the SRA, it is important to show the full range of what is being achieved. 

The End of Year Report 2017-18 continued the trend of giving more information and 
context for readers. So, for example, an executive summary was added; more details 
were given about the places and river catchments where works were done, and the 
activities being carried out; more photographs were included; a section was added to 
summarise progress against key Flood Action Plan targets. While all these 
developments were encouraged and welcomed by senior SRA figures, some further 
evolutions were suggested for the 2018-19 report. For example, Management Group 
asked for a shorter version to be produced alongside a fuller account, as a taster, and 
this has been done. 

Latest status (2018-19 report) 

Since 2015 the number of SRA schemes has accumulated year on year, and there is 
now a lot to report upon. Previous reports have listed activities individually by title and 
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place, rather like a directory. This method produced factually informative results, but 
arguably did not do enough to illuminate the SRA’s special characteristics. 

The longer 2018-19 report has therefore been recast in ways that better highlight the 
SRA’s unique status and attributes, better categorise the types of activities undertaken 
and better show how works are delivered and joined-up. The design has also been 
improved. 

The shorter version takes key facts from the longer version and is more concentratedly 
visual and graphic in its presentation. 

Both versions have been reviewed and approved by the SRA’s Technical Group and 
Management Group, and by the time of the SRA Board meeting they will have been 
commented upon by the SRA Joint Scrutiny Panel. (The panel is meeting on Friday 20 

September). 

If the Board’s approval is given to the formal publication of the 2018-19 Somerset 
Rivers Authority Annual Report, both long and short versions will be circulated widely as 
PDFs, primarily by email, and their contents will be made available on the SRA’s 
website. Printing will be kept to a minimum, to avoid unnecessary costs to the SRA. 
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