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Somerset Rivers Authority Board Paper (papers for information) 

Quarterly Key Project Update – Oath to Burrowbridge Dredging 

Purpose of the item 

This paper summarises the current status for the Oath to Burrowbridge pioneer 

dredging project.  

Background and context   

Dredging activities started on the right bank on 16 September. The development of the 

project programme and environmental sensitivities meant that this was the earliest 

opportunity to commence the work whilst satisfying all the environmental constraints. 

The major works were completed on 29 November and the contractors vacated the site 

on the 4th December due to continued high river levels and deteriorating site conditions. 

The original estimate was that the works would take 12 weeks to complete and up to 

22,000m3 of material would be removed from within the river channel and deposited at 

the rear of the bank. In total 21,363m3 of material has been removed in 11 weeks.  

Persistent high river levels and wet ground conditions resulting from 155% of seasonal 

rainfall during September, 180% in October and 132% in November, made site 

conditions difficult towards the end of the work. As a result the contractor has not yet 

completed all of the levelling, topsoiling and reseeding to the banks. The contractor will 

return in the spring, as soon as conditions are suitable, to complete that work and again 

at a later date, when a robust grass sward is re-established on the filled bank, to 

reinstate the temporary spillway.  

Where necessary the contractor constructed a small temporary bank at low spots along 

the crest of the existing river bank before leaving site to reduce the likelihood of water 

overtopping. In addition, due to the high river levels experienced immediately before 

Christmas the Parrett IDB placed sandbags at a small number of locations for the same 

purpose. 

Officers from the Parrett Internal Drainage Board and the Environment Agency are 

working closely together to monitor conditions at the works site until such time as the 

remaining works can be completed.  

Date: 6 January 2020 

 

Authors: Iain Sturdy, Rob Kidson, Somerset Drainage Boards Consortium 

 

  


