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Somerset Rivers Authority Board Paper (for information) 

Sowy/King’s Sedgemoor Drain (KSD) Enhancement Scheme progress 
report 

Purpose of the item 

To update the Board on the progress of the Sowy/King’s Sedgemoor Drain (KSD) 
Enhancement Scheme. 

Background and context 

The Board agreed in June 2018 that works to enhance the Sowy/KSD should continue with 
an incremental approach. As previously reported to the Board, Phase 1 includes further 
Dunball smoothing, desilting at Parchey and Dunball bridges (completed November 2018), 
widening of the lower Sowy using a ‘cut and fill’ approach and work to structures to allay 
concern of localised increased water levels on adjacent land. The package also includes 
work to mitigate any detrimental impacts affecting the protected environmental habitat 
areas (Special Protection Areas).  

In September 2019 the Board gave the approval to proceed with commissioning the 
delivery of the environmental mitigation package and the channel works.  The Board also 
approved the removal of the Dunball smoothing construction works from Phase 1 of this 
project. However, the Board approved the use of existing SRA Local Partner funds 
allocated to Sowy/KSD to continue to develop the detailed design for the Dunball smoothing 
works to enable delivery of the scheme when funding is available.  

Phase 1 of the main channel improvements must be completed by April 2021 to meet the 
Heart of The South West Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) funding deadlines.  

Latest status 

Sowy/KSD works 

Project development for Phase 1 of the channel enhancement scheme has been ongoing. 
Phase 1 includes development of flood risk and environmental mitigation packages and 
design of channel bank restoration improvements on the Sowy/KSD.  

Archaeological auger surveys for Phase 1 were undertaken in November 2019, with no 
additional significant features of interest being discovered. The detailed survey report 
expected at the end of December will inform the environmental assessment needed to 
ensure a legally compliant scheme.   

Environmental Assessment works are ongoing. The first drafts of the initial ‘environmental 
scoping’ reports having been discussed with Natural England officers and their comments 
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have been incorporated to finalise the ‘scoping reports’ for the production of the 
Environmental Statement at the start of 2020. 

The design work for the ‘in-channel’ flood bank restoration works package is also 
progressing. The design consultants, using early contractor input, are refining the design 
principles and proposals for the flood banks and proposed channel ecological 
enhancements. Preparations have been undertaken in readiness to engage with 
landowners and stakeholders early in the new year following the purdah restrictions 
resulting from the General Election. 

Environmental Mitigation 

Detailed Scopes and Contract packages are being developed and tendered for the 
environmental mitigation works. The work packages will be based on the Asset condition 
surveys carried out in June 2019 and the scoping principles agreed with Natural England. 
This approach will ensure mitigation for the planned works for the foreseeable future 
(approximately 5 years) are in place. Further work is being undertaken to identify the 
preferred longer-term approach to mitigation.  Included within this scope of works is 
‘vegetation clearance’ enabling works. These works must be undertaken in February / 
March to mitigate risks arising from water vole and bird nesting. 

Channel Smoothing at Dunball 

The project team continue to appraise and refine the shortlisted design options for the 
Dunball Smoothing package. The project team is exploring solutions to overcome the 
complex problems associated with a difficult construction site. The aim is to find a preferred 
option that is deliverable and affordable.  
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