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Somerset Rivers Authority Board Paper - for information 

Quarterly Key Project Update - Strategic Approach to Mitigation  

Purpose 

This paper summarises the current status of Strategic Approach to Mitigation work. 

Background and context   

The SRA Board commissioned Natural England to co-ordinate the development and 
implementation of a Strategic Approach to Mitigation for the environmental impact of SRA 
works. The aim is: 

 To develop positive solutions enabling delivery of schemes to reduce flood risk whilst 
making appropriate use of the flood plain to convey and temporarily store flood water 
and maintaining the special characteristics of Somerset.  

 To provide greater certainty and clarity to Flood Action Plan project developers / 
deliverers, reducing costs and time spent, and provide a positive solution that works 
for flood risk, people and nature. 

 To ensure compliance with relevant legislation.  
 

The June 2019 Board paper outlined the outputs of the modelling for the combined full 
schemes (Sowy & Oath to Burrowbridge). Mitigation will be required to maintain existing 
appropriate water levels and splash condition during the winter period (December, January, 
February) over an area of approximately 600 hectares. 

We are working with key partners to agree and deliver a Strategic Approach to Mitigation 
for the in-combination impact of the Sowy scheme and Oath to Burrowbridge dredge. This 
requires a review of water level management plans, changes to water level management 
infrastructure and changes to how the system is operated. We are taking into consideration 
the cost of mitigation and looking at options to deliver what is required now and is 
sustainable for the future. 

Progress has been made to determine refurbishment of structures for Moorlinch and 
Westmoor for the next five years and progress has also been made regarding support for 
long-term mitigation solutions for managing areas of wetland habitat with less reliance on 
water level management infrastructure.  

This approach is dependent on reaching agreement with landowners on water level 
management. There is a need now to prioritise this engagement so that a Strategic 
Approach to Mitigation can be agreed by June 2020, with a clear path to implementation, 
before the main works begin on the Sowy scheme. 
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Rolling this approach out across the Somerset Levels will require revision of all existing 
water level management plans whilst providing suitable wetland conditions for wintering 
water-birds. This will require the support and buy-in of all SRA partners. 
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