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Strategic Mitigation Project Update



How do the proposals support the SRA? 

• Supports the SRA to deliver the SRA Flood Action Plan.

• Establishes baseline to detect environmental change which allows 
better targeting for future projects while avoiding more sensitive 
locations. 

• Enables legally compliant schemes to be developed while reducing 
long term cost of scheme design. 

• Makes available critical information environmental data that can be 
used to inform future HRA / EIA thus reducing costs and speeding 
up the process. 

• Critical for continued management of internationally important 
wetlands.

• Supports local community and farming interests by providing 
financial and technical support.



Protected sites on the Levels



Protected sites and the flood plain
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One of the most important places for 
wildlife in England



Part of the economic recovery

6

Tourism businesses 
contribute £1.2bn to the 
economy supporting 
26,000 jobs

Avalon Marshes attracts 
250 000 visitors/year

LEP target to increase 
the number of green 
businesses by 50% 



Steps to strategic mitigation

1 Develop protocol for monitoring the condition of the Somerset 
wetlands. To show the effectiveness of the actions of the SRA. 

2 Consensus on water level management, underpinned by new 
payments regime.

3 Forward looking creation of upfront mitigation to enable fast-tracking 
of critical flood works.



Update of Water Level Management Plans. Agree Operational 
protocols including a set of Environmental Trigger points

• Time scale 0 to 2 years

• The objective of the of this 
proposal is to ensure that all 
WLMP provide suitable water 
level management to 
maintain the SPA, Ramsar 
and SSSI features and 
Functionally Linked Land



• Develop a cost effective and 
sustainable alternative to 
existing Raised Water Level 
Areas. 

• Working in partnership with 
landowners and drainage 
authorities to develop an 
alternative way of producing 
suitable wetland conditions for 
the wintering waterfowl, 
breeding waders and other 
wetland wildlife. 

• These areas should be multi-
functional, storing flood water 
and managed by local farming 
community.



Renewed support for land owners

• Provide support to landowners 
for multifunctional-land use 
and water management.  
ELMS

• Develop funding for land 
owners who provide wildlife 
habitat and public goods

• Links to UK Peat Strategy and 
funding to restore peatlands

• New nutrient markets and net 
gain payments



Make best use of floodplain to 
accommodate climate change. 

• Linked to climate change 
strategy and as critical piece 
in Somerset’s emerging 
Nature Recovery strategy.

• Set aside areas that 
accommodate winter flooding 
or store water to mitigate in 
periods of drought.

• Sites could have recreational 
function.

• Develop Community Land 
Trust proposal from FAP.



Reducing dependency on pumping 
thus reducing the cost.

EA carbon target - aim of becoming a 
net zero organisation by 2030 –
ensuring that its own activities and 
its supply chain are taking as much 
carbon out of the atmosphere as it is 
putting into it

Reducing rate of evacuation of flood 
water would result in a reduction of 
the use of fossil fuels, and contribute 
towards reducing impacts of climate 
change.



Continue supporting “Slow the Flow” projects in  
wider catchment. 

• Reducing the rate that rainfall 
events impacts on Levels 
works alongside nature 
recovery. 

• Reducing levels of 
phosphates and nitrates in 
water-courses.

• Support the conservation of 
soils in upper catchment. 

• Reducing flood risk to local 
communities.



Costs and Partnerships

• Delivery of the proposal will 
require an on going working 
partnership.

• A provisional budget will need to 
be developed.


