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Somerset Rivers Authority Board Paper for information 

Strategic Approach to Mitigation Quarterly Key Project Update 

Purpose of the item 

This paper summarises the current status of the Strategic Approach to Mitigation 
project. 

 

Background and context   

The SRA Board commissioned Natural England to coordinate the development and 

implementation of a Strategic Approach to Mitigation for the environmental impact of 

SRA works. The aim of the Strategic Approach to Mitigation is: 

• To develop positive solutions enabling delivery of schemes to reduce flood 

risk whilst making appropriate use of the flood plain to convey and temporarily 

store flood water and maintaining the special characteristics of Somerset.  

• To provide greater certainty and clarity to Flood Action Plan project 

developers/deliverers, reducing costs and time spent, and provide a positive 

solution that works for flood risk, people and nature. 

• To ensure compliance with relevant legislation.  

 

The SRA awarded Natural England funding in early 2021 for a two-year programme, to 

deliver four key projects. Draft timelines have been produced for all four projects, 

showing a monthly breakdown for delivery of actions for the first year (up until the end 

of March 2022).   

Develop a robust and long-term monitoring programme.  

Natural England specialists in monitoring have been contacted to ask for their input into 

the design of the monitoring protocol. We are currently waiting for their input. Further 

research has been carried out into how best to design a monitoring programme and 

further internal discussions have been undertaken within the Somerset Natural England 

team about how best to take this project forward. The next steps are to resolve some 

key questions about the purpose, integration, ownership and maintenance of the 

monitoring protocol, before then taking the design work forward.  

Review and update of all Water Level Management Plans (WLMPs).  

After further internal Natural England discussions, and discussions with the Internal 

Drainage Board (IDB), a two-stage approach has been agreed to take this project 

forward. The first stage will be to update the existing Water Level Management Plans 

(WLMPs) to reflect current operational conditions. The second stage will be to 
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commission a research report that investigates the future operational pressures and 

challenges that the updated WLMPs will need to address, and reflect, in order to be fit 

for purpose. Work is currently starting with the IDB to move both of these stages 

forward.  

Examine future alternatives to Raised Water Level Areas (RWLAs)  

Natural England has had one-to-one discussions with the following key local delivery 

organisations: SRA, Environment Agency, IDB and Royal Society for the Protection of 

Birds (RSPB). The results of these calls have been written up into a document and 

some of the cross-cutting themes pulled out from the calls. The results of the 2018 

RWLA review document have also been synthesized and added to the document. This 

document is being edited and will be ready to share with partners shortly. The next step 

will then be to organise an in-person meeting of the main local partners to work out a 

collective way forward.  

Identification and mapping of areas outside of designated sites.  

The first stages of the data analysis have been completed. Research has been done 

into other projects that have mapped Functionally Linked Land (FLL). This research has 

led to a range of options being noted. The next steps are to agree on the methodology 

to use to categorise and map the FLL. Once this is agreed the next stages of data 

analysis and mapping can proceed.  
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