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Somerset Rivers Authority Board Paper  

Key Project Update – River Sowy-King’s Sedgemoor Drain 

Enhancements Scheme 

 

Da 

 

 

 

 

Purpose of the item 

To update the Somerset Rivers Authority (SRA) Board on the progress of the River Sowy- 
King’s Sedgemoor Drain (KSD) Enhancements Scheme. 

 
Background and context   

The SRA Board has previously approved Phase 1 of the Sowy-KSD scheme which 

comprises: raising low spots in banks, forming new banks where they don’t exist at present, 

some excavation to the river banks and upgrade-works to certain outfall structures on the 

side streams. This phase is a step towards the full scheme that could allow the Sowy to 

take greater flows when it is under managed conditions during a flood. The scope of the 

first phase has been chosen to fit the available budget and meet complex environmental 

constraints. This project is part-funded by an allocation of Growth Deal funding from the 

Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP).   

Sowy-KSD Channel Works, since July 2021  

- Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) Assent received from Natural England for all 

the Phase 1 works. 

- Consultation on the Environmental Statement Addendum concluded with no further 

comments or objections being made. 

- Heritage England and Somerset County Council’s archaeological officer have 

approved the methodology for dealing with archaeological risks, known as the 

“Written Scheme of Investigation”. 

- Pre-construction ecology surveys ongoing in advance of channel works in line with 

best practice. 

- Testing water to establish baseline level for phosphates.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Somerset Rivers Authority (SRA) Board is asked to:   

1) Note that works are underway on channel improvements. 

2) Note that the works contract completion will be subject to weather 

experienced in the autumn. 
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- Plans for the main bank raising works are being made with the Environment 

Agency’s framework contractor, Kier. Temporary fencing is being installed to 

manage livestock. Site compound set up at Langport Road, Middlezoy.  

- Design work underway to raise three outfall structures in the lower KSD following 

survey work in early summer. 

 

Current status 

After a long period acquiring consents, permissions and agreement with landowners to start 

work, there remain several key risks to construction operations: 

• The periods of high rainfall during this summer have demonstrated how the ground 

can soften quickly. Provision has been made for some of the bank raising to be 

done using tractor and trailers rather than higher capacity earthmoving plant. But 

severe weather during September-October would still impact the contract. 

• Achieving Scheduled Monument Consent from Heritage England for works within 

Sedgemoor battlefield, which should follow approval of the Written Scheme of 

Investigation. 

• Protected species appearing in the site during construction. 

• Construction resources and personnel are generally in short supply at present. 

 

These risks mean it is possible that all elements of the works will not be completed in the 

autumn. If excessive damage to the ground or archaeology is likely then the contractor will 

be instructed to postpone remaining work till 2022. However, contingency planning is in 

place to ensure the time-limited Growth Deal funding from the LEP is fully utilised in 2021-

22. Examples of contingency actions are; 

• Make provision for storing imported flood bank material 

• Pre-order trees and plants 

• Order materials for outfall structures 

• Advancing design work for Dunball Smoothing project 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The Somerset Rivers Authority (SRA) Board is asked to:   

1) Note that works are underway on channel improvements 

2) Note that the works contract completion will be subject to weather experienced in the 

autumn. 

Date: 26 August 2021 

 

Author: Graham Quarrier, Environment Agency Project Executive 


