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Somerset Rivers Authority Board paper for information 

Key Project Update: Strategic Approach to Mitigation 

Purpose of the item 

To summarise the current status of the Strategic Approach to Mitigation project. 
 

Background and context   

The Somerset Rivers Authority (SRA) Board commissioned Natural England to 

coordinate the development and implementation of a Strategic Approach to Mitigation 

for the environmental impact of SRA works. The aim of the Strategic Approach to 

Mitigation is: 

• To develop positive solutions enabling delivery of schemes to reduce flood 

risk whilst making appropriate use of the flood plain to convey and temporarily 

store flood water and maintaining the special characteristics of Somerset.  

• To provide greater certainty and clarity to Flood Action Plan project 

developers/deliverers, reducing costs and time spent, and provide a positive 

solution that works for flood risk, people and nature. 

• To ensure compliance with relevant legislation.  

 

The SRA awarded Natural England funding in early 2021 for a two-year programme, to 

deliver four key projects. Draft timelines have been produced for all four projects, 

showing a monthly breakdown for delivery of actions for the first year (up until the end 

of March 2022).   

Develop a robust and long-term monitoring programme 

Natural England are in the process of commissioning data analysis from the British 

Trust for Ornithology to provide information to inform this monitoring protocol. The next 

steps following this will be to instigate conversations with key partners, such as the 

Environment Agency, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and Internal Drainage 

Board (IDB)about the design and implementation of the monitoring protocol. 

Review and update of all Water Level Management Plans (WLMPs) 

After discussions with the IDB it has been agreed to look at the current suite of research 

reports and pilot projects that are being (or already have been) commissioned. The IDB 

are seeking further information in relation to  

1. The wider context within which the Water Level Management Plans sit 
2. Outcomes that the WLMP have to contribute to 
3. Operational plans on how the WLMP can be updated to achieve those outcomes 
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The IDB wishes to better understand the social, environmental and economic drivers 

that will influence the outcomes that the WLMPs should deliver. Examples of the drivers 

that need to be better understood are changes to agri-environment schemes, flood risk, 

the impacts of climate change and the need to reduce carbon emissions. The IDB is 

requesting greater clarity on these drivers before committing to updating the WLMP 

documents.  

Examine future alternatives to Raised Water Level Areas (RWLAs)  

A positive and productive site meeting took place at Moorlinch Site of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSI) with all of the partners. The next steps that have been agreed are to 

work up designs for ways the Moorlinch Raised Water Level Area (RWLA) could be 

operated differently in the future. Further work is needed on the wider analysis of the 

whole suite of RWLAs.  

Identification and mapping of areas outside of designated sites.  

Planning is currently underway for another winter of habitat surveys for this project. 

Work with the Natural England mapping team will also begin shortly to map and analyse 

the data that we currently have for this project.  

Date: 11 November 2021 

Author: Simon Phelps, Natural England 

 

 

 

 

 


