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Addendum to Mitigation Action Plan (MAP) 

(Appendix J - Parrett Dredging and River Sowy and King's Sedgemoor 

Drain Enhancements Scheme Mitigation Plan) 

Midelney pumped area (West Moor) Operational Protocol 

1. Background 

Since the issue of the Sowy & KSD Enhancement Scheme Environmental Statement (ES) 

in summer 2020, a small Technical group comprising of Natural England (NE), Internal 

Drainage Board (IDB) and Environment Agency (EA) staff have been working together to 

identify and agree actions for sites identified as having a change in flood duration and 

extent – these are included in table D3.1 of the Mitigation Action Plan (MAP) in Appendix J 

of the ES.  

The protocol described in section 2 below has been developed as an operational action to 

support the aims of the MAP if and when needed. The primary purpose of the MAP is to 

ensure that there will be no deterioration in SPA habitat availability or quality as a result of 

the combined effects of the full River Sowy-King’s Sedgemoor Drain Enhancements 

Scheme and the Parrett Dredging that took place from Stathe to Burrowbridge. These 

actions ensure a no change scenario on the impact of the Dredging and Sowy-KSD projects 

on the extent, duration and frequency of small winter floods outside of Raised Water Level 

Areas (RWLAs) and sustains the existing RWLAs. 

General aims and principles of the mitigation protocols  

Where monitoring indicates it is necessary, and it is agreed that other measures are less 

suitable, existing water level control structures such as pumping stations and sluices can be 

operated to effect ‘no change’ to existing conditions during winter months (December to 

February) and ensure no detrimental change as a consequence of the Dredging and Sowy 

projects. This could be achieved by evacuating excess flood water in accordance with 

existing operations but suspending evacuation for a short period of time once an agreed 

level is achieved to safeguard the ‘splash conditions’ that would otherwise be lost. If 

required, these changes will only be implemented during small winter floods that pose no 

increased flood risk to homes, businesses and infrastructure (e.g. local roads). And the 

operational risk for each location will need to be carefully considered and the agreed 

protocols incorporated into the Water Level Management Plan for each area. 

West Moor Raised Water Level Area (RWLA) 

The West Moor area contains an important RWLA and needs to be managed so as not to 

compromise it. RWLAs provide significant benefit by enabling areas of good environmental 

winter conditions. Water levels are maintained close to ground level to create surface water 

conditions in winter months, which are used by waterbirds as night-time feeding sites or 

daytime safe roost sites. RWLAs are the primary mechanism for achieving the conservation 

objectives of the SPA. These areas help mitigate the effects of flood and water 
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management, which generally reduce the wetness of the low-lying meadows in winter and 

therefore prevent the habitat requirements of the SPA from being met. RWLAs will also act 

to protect the SPA from the potential impacts of the Dredging and Sowy projects on small 

winter floods. It is essential that this mitigation plan and its operational protocols support the 

ongoing maintenance and operation of the existing RWLA. 

The West Moor RWLA was refurbished in 2020/21 as part of the mitigation of the effects of 

the full Sowy-KSD scheme and Parrett Dredge, in order sustain the operation of the RWLA 

into the short term. The refurbishment was designed to keep it fit for purpose for the next 5-

10 years until a longer-term plan for its future is agreed. 

2. Delivery of site-specific mitigations 

Mitigation protocol site – Midelney Pumping Station pumped area (West Moor) 

It was agreed that a winter (Dec-Feb) mitigation protocol will be developed for moors 

serviced by Midelney Pumping Station (Westmoor). A single water level managed at the 

pumping station serves whole area. The agreed protocol comprises of:  

• The pump station will be set to operate at summer level (6.15m odn) as soon as 
conditions are favourable for pumping operations i.e. river levels low enough to 
receive the pumped water without causing detriment downstream.    

• Based on weather forecast, summer levels would be held for a period of 10 days 

once summer level had been achieved through pumping.  

• Monitoring of the moors will take place to better understand the impact of holding 

summer levels for the agreed period. 

• Flexibility is key following monitoring and if the conditions required are not achieved, 

a review is undertaken, and any changes implemented on a trial basis until we reach 

the right conditions.    

• If mitigation is successful, it will be adopted permanently or until a time when further 

review is needed. 

• The introduction of summer levels following a flood will only take place between the 

beginning of December and the end of February  

 

 


