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Phosphates on the Somerset Levels and Moors 

• Natural England letter August 2020
• Court judgement (Dutch N Case) - new development 

phosphate neutral
• Summary: Types of Development Affected.

• New residential units
• Commercial developments – where overnight 

accommodation is provided
• Agricultural Development.
• Prior notifications
• Some tourism attractions.
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The principal sources of phosphates



Phosphates on the Somerset Levels and Moors 

Economic impact on Somerset: Overview  

• Approx 18,000 residential (including affordable) units on hold

• Government funding at risk – infrastructure and affordable housing

• Disproportionate affect on small and medium size enterprises 
(SME’s). Supply Chain, SMEs and subcontractors impacted

• 5 year housing land supply and housing delivery targets

• HBF report - approx 100,000 units nationally £bn



Somerset Levels – Economic Impact (HBF Report)



National Issue – affected catchments



Solutions Report (March 2022)

• In collaboration with the other Somerset Authorities, 
consultants were appointed in May 2021. 

• The purpose of the commission was to investigate a 
range of maƩers. These included:  

• The review of the geographical extent of the 
catchment area in Somerset. 

• To make improvements to the Somerset phosphate 
calculator.  

• Provide information on potential mitigation options 
that could be delivered within the affected river 
catchments (eg River Tone)





Current risks

• Water quality and nutrient pollution issue – economic impact for 
Somerset and sources impact flood risk (ie soil run off and silt build 
up)

• Fallowing land - cost of living and increasing food prices

• Co-ordination and governance – scale of the problem and 
governance challenge similar to 2013/2014 Somerset flood issue



Future Opportunities

• Flood Action Plan and Nutrient Catchment Management Plan –
managing the water and the content of the water

• Pooling resources for nature-based solutions and dredging – to 
deliver both natural flood and phosphate mitigation measures

• Utilising the existing Governance structure - Somerset's unique 
position with SRA with key partners

• SRA role -strengthen Somerset's ask of Government

• Further potential resource opportunities – biodiversity net gain


