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Somerset Rivers Authority Board Paper

Public Questions

Purpose of the item

To share 3 questions submitted for Item 4 Public Questions with Board Members. Responses
will be provided on the day and followed up with further detail after the meeting where
appropriate.

Question 1
Dear Sirs

| write as a resident and Parish Councillor of Alford, a hamlet that sits very close to the Brue just
upstream of Lovington.

| note the submission already made to your consultation on behalf of Care4Cary by Helen
Cleaveland (also an Alford resident) and would add the following.

The model that the SRA Board is being asked to approve suggests flooding risk in Lovington is
less than 1 in 100 (i.e. unlikely to flood in the next 100 years unless | have misunderstood). It
also expressly states that the purpose of the model is to help assess lowland Brue schemes.

e The model is already out of date as it does not take into account the January 2024
flooding in Lovington.

« If the model does not take into account the 400+ housing approved in Castle Cary that
are within the Brue catchment, and as-yet only partially built, if will be further out of date
very shortly. Is there a plan to adjust for such major changes in run-off risk upstream?

« Is there a plan to update the model for feedback from the strategy consultation and for
major new sources of run-off? If not, out-of-date information that is likely to prejudice
funds allocation to protect mid- and upland property flooding is being hardwired into
decision making.

« Why does the model only deal with lowland flooding? Does this not illustrate that the
public are right to be concerned that the new catchment approach will not protect the mid
and upper catchment areas?

| would be grateful if these points could be raised at the SRA Board Meeting on Friday 19th
January and included in forthcoming deliberations.

Thank you.
Yours sincerely.

Mark Main
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Question 2

Please can we ask the following: What lessons have been learnt from the flooding, again, so far
this winter, the anguish suffered and hardships endured; what changes to maintenance,
proposals for use of capital funding, and changes to operations will be made as a result?

We realise the SRA is not responsible for conducting operations during flooding, but it is part of
its remit to maintain an overview of such, to inform future direction and decisions, so feel it is a
legitimate question to pose to the SRA (which | would expect its “partners” to be able to
answer).

The SRA abandoned the flood summits proposed after the Jan 2023 flooding (a very poor
decision), and the reaction of the “partners” was lamentable. Please can we also therefore ask
what will the SRA now do differently to ensure there is much better focus on the causes of the
flooding and that these are addressed within the coming year?

We look forward to the text of the SRA’s draft flood action plan, particularly its SMART
objectives, which we assume will also then be circulated for public consultation before finalising
and publishing.

Thanks.
Regards,

Tansy & David Steer, Moorland.



Somerset

Rivers Authority

Question 3

1. I have farmed my land at Westonzoyland for almost 50 years. Until the last couple of years
the ground flooded just a handful of times. Now every time there is significant rainfall my floods
and then stays flooded for weeks. Itis not moor ground, but grade A pasture land. | know this
is because more water is being diverted through the system via the Sowey. My question is
twofold:-

e If you go just downstream from North Moor Pumping Station there is an obvious
restriction of silt that causes a bottleneck, so why is the Parrett not dredged all the way
through Bridgwater and beyond to increase conveyance of water and thus relieving the
pressure on the system as a whole?

« If not will there be any recompense to the landowners for receiving and storing this
water?

2. Now it is accepted that Monksleaze is being operated differently during times of flood, surely
all structures that are part of the system need to be operated differently too. The flooding on my
land would be greatly relieved if the flap at Lakewall was lifted to allow water to be pumped via
the Westonzoyland Pumping Station, but the EA refuse to do so because houses are not at risk,
just farmland. Flood relief should not just be about houses because farmland is not only
property, but also a valid place of business too.

Please can you ensure that the questions get an airing on Friday, plus a written response?

Mr Horsington



