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Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS) Monitoring, Inspections
& Mapping

RECOMMENDATION
The Somerset Rivers Authority (SRA) Board is asked to:

1. Approve continuation of the Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) Inspections
Monitoring & Mapping Programme for the remainder of the 2024-25 financial
year at a further cost of £42,000.

Purpose of the item

To request an extension of the project through the 2024-25 financial year at a cost of
£42,000 noting further delays to the implementation of Schedule 3 of the Flood & Water
Management Act 2010 which will naturally supersede this work.

Background

During the 2020-21 financial year the SRA began funding proactive Sustainable
Drainage Systems (SuDS) inspection activities. This work is undertaken in Somerset
through the Somerset Highways Authority. This work has continued, developing into a
SuDS Inspections Monitoring & Mapping programme during the 2023-24 financial year.
This change was intended to align Somerset more closely with the future requirements
of Schedule 3 of the Flood & Water Management Act.

Schedule 3 provides a framework for the approval and adoption of drainage systems, a
Sustainable Drainage Systems approving body within unitary councils, and national
standards on the design, construction, operation, and maintenance of SuDS for the
lifetime of the development. It also makes the right to connect surface water runoff to
public sewers conditional upon the drainage system being approved before any
construction work can start.

Schedule 3 was due for implementation during late 2024 but given the calling of the
general election the likely date of implementation and associated funding will be further
delayed.

The request is for an extension in the SRA funding through the 2024-25 financial year
during which we hope to have confirmation of the revised implementation.
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Latest status

Inspections: 55 inspections were conducted on new sites during the last 12 months of
the programme. A report is produced for each site with recommendations made to
enable the Local Planning Authority (LPA) and Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) to
follow up where necessary with enforcement for outstanding construction and/or
maintenance issues with the developer.

Monitoring: this element continues to develop with the ability to respond to resident
concerns about SuDS features also being incorporated.

Mapping: using both QGIS and iShare mapping software, all sites where a review has
been undertaken have been added to a SuDS asset register for Somerset.

To date the project has received £313K in allocated SRA funding. Typical monthly
outlay (which varies based on the volume of inspections) is £7K, meaning current
funding will run out by the end of Q2 2024-25.

Further details on the programme and deliverables can be found in the attached report
as Appendix A.

Next Steps

With the delay of Schedule 3 of the Flood & Water Management Act 2010, the project
funding is no longer adequate to meet the project intention to carry through the work to
implementation date.

An additional project fund of £42K is requested to continue with this proactive work
through the entire 2024-25 financial year.

Should additional finances be secured, the following can be expected:

e SuDS inspections will continue to be made at sites at various points for key
activities during their construction.

e The findings of the investigations and subsequent recommendations will be
documented in reports issued to the LLFA for appropriate action with the LPA if
required.

e Further monitoring visits will be conducted, potentially improving the performance
of existing SuDS features within the county.
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¢ All new inspections will allow the assets to be added to the mapping tools, further
enhancing our knowledge and future capabilities.

New bid for 2025-26

Noting the ongoing delay to the implementation of Schedule 3 of the flood and water
Management Act, it is our intention to submit a proposal for funding of the programme
through the 2025-26 financial year. Should we receive confirmation of the
implementation date of Schedule 3 the proposal will be adjusted or rescinded to comply
with the latest information.
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