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W1 

Wellington 

Waterways

• Approved by SRA 
Board in March 
2023 as ‘Tonedale 
feasibility study’

• Led by Somerset 
Council

• Final study 
published end of 
March



W1 

Wellington 

Waterways

• Tonedale Mill is on 
the Back Stream

• Tone Works is on 
the River Tone at 
the confluence 
with Back Stream



W1 

Wellington 

Waterways

• Tone catchment is 
in orange

• Back Stream 
purple

• Dark blue shows 
areas in Flood Risk 
Zone 3



W1 Wellington Waterways

• Study recommends combination of ‘on-

site resilience measures’ and ‘upstream 

interventions to enhance water storage 

and reduce peak river flows’

• Eg: removing weir, replacing culvert 

with a bridge

• NFM in Tone, Back Stream catchments

• Could store up to 142,500m3 of water

• Peak flow mitigation 11.5% – 14.9%

• Opportunities to improve M5 drainage



W1 

Wellington 

Waterways

• Possible areas for 
different kinds of 
NFM in 40% of 
Tone catchment



W1 

Wellington 

Waterways

• Possible areas for 
different kinds of 
NFM in 40% of 
Back Stream 
catchment



W2 Natural Flood Management (NFM)

• New schemes across Somerset, eg Wheddon Cross, Wadeford  



W2 (NFM)

•  Proposed 

new pipe, 

fencing,  

cascade of 

swales and 

big pond 

with island at 

Brompton 

Ralph



W2 (NFM)

• Drainage 

scheme in 

Spaxton near 

Gothelney 

Hall is first to 

come from 

community 

catchment 

advisers



W2 Trees for Water  

• More schemes completed: eg, in Wedmore and Butleigh…



W2 Trees for Water  

• … in Lottisham and Upton Noble: all in Brue catchment



W3 Urban Water Management 

• Chard water butts

• Partnership of 
Wessex Water, 

Somerset Council, 

SRA, Chard Town 

Council + Area 

Resilience Group

• Phase 2 being 

developed to cover 

a larger area of 

Chard



W4 Resilient Infrastructure 

• 739 roads had extra gully emptying or drain jetting in Quarter 

Four of 2034-24, including:

• Ashill, Bawdrip, Chard, Dulverton, Exford, Frome, 

Glastonbury, Hemington, Isle Abbots, Kilve, Leigh-on-Mendip, 

Milborne Port, North Curry, Old Cleeve, Pitminster, Rode, 

Somerton, Taunton, Upton Noble, Watchet, Yeovil…

• and many more – though no places starting with J, Q, X or Z    



W5 Building Local Resilience 

• Over to SRA community engagement engagement officers Bel 

Deering and Paul Elliston…



• Thank you for listening. Any questions?
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