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PUBLIC QUESTIONS FOR THE SRA BOARD MEETING 20 SEPTEMBER 2024

1. Chris Bean of Staple Fitzpaine
Email received 20/08/2024
Dear Sir/Madam
| live in Staple Fitzpaine. This is a 'flood risk area' and conservation village.
My house (no longer a working farm) has previously flooded. At the time, my
Consultant Engineer strongly recommended that this section of river be cleared

annually.

The flow of the adjacent river Wragg (I believe) is now severely constricted by silt and
weeds (photos attached).

In the past Mr J Le Brun (SCC) surveyed this section, contacted the riparian owners
and clearance soon followed.

I have been in touch with the LLFA, who have written to the riparian owners. These
communications have been ignored!

| asked the LLFA to survey with a view to enforcement, but was told that no funds are
available.

I would be grateful for any guidance on how to progress this 'impasse' and reduce
the risk of further flooding. | hope to attend the next meeting on 20th Sept 2024.

Yours
Mr Chris Bean
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Response from LLFA on 27/08/2024
Good afternoon, Jennie,

Further to your email of 21 August, | am just letting you know that we have since
heard from Mr Bean and been advised that his neighbours have began some
clearance work over the last weekend.

lan Case has asked me to arrange a site visit for him for when he returns from leave,
lan is on leave this week. | have just emailed Mr Bean for some convenient dates
between 2 and 13 September.

We will keep you posted of the outcome of this visit.

Kind regards,

Bryony Sadler — FLAG (Flooding on the levels action group)

Here are the questions for the SRA.

1. In 2023 the village of Moorland had a very near miss. There was much focus on
lessons learned and much talk of the flood recovery fund. Stakeholders were
encouraged to meet with the EA to express views and suggestions of how to mitigate
such an event again. One of the main suggestions that was agreed upon was to bury
the pipework at North Moor Pumping Station. This would negate the need for
expensive crane work and would ultimately save time and money. Why was this work

not done?

2. What has happened to all of the flood recovery money? Has it been frittered away
on bureaucracy rather than practical flood relief measures?

3. Given that EA maintenance budgets have been cut by 40% this year, how will we
as a community be protected against flooding when we know that maintenance of
assets and waterways is key to this success and yet is continually compromised?

4. What has happened to proposed and all agreed permanent pump to be installed at
Elyson Clyse, especially now we are dealing with more water coming down from
North Petherton.

(Bryony Sadler) FLAG. Flooding on the levels action group.

Kind regards

Bryony
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3. Bill Smart — Wedmore Parish Council

Whilst welcoming board paper item 11 of the September 2024 SRA meeting and the
progress that has been made, if the recommendations contained are approved then circa
£209k of public funds will have been spent yet no flood prevention work will have been
undertaken 9 years since the funding was first awarded. Nor, at this stage will there be any
certainty of future funding for interventions being available.

o What urgent activity is proposed to ensure that having spent all this public money,
substantial funds are secured to ensure flood prevention work goes ahead without
delay. A clear time table to delivery is needed beyond that proposed in the paper.

¢ As the Brue is classed as a main river what discussions/negotiations have been held
with regional Environment Agency Officers given that only they can undertake or
authorize such work and they have indicated that they have no funds to do so.

This question is asked in the context that 7 months have now passed since the worst Brue
flooding in living memory which threated and indeed flooded a goodly number of Brue
catchment farms, businesses and habitations and devastated wild life over a large area. It
seems unconscionable that little progress has been made on the ground when any number
of Agencies, especially the SRA and EA are charged with protecting people, property,
businesses and wildlife from such events.

Councillor William Smart

Question on behalf of Wedmore Parish Council

4. Daniel Mumby — Local Democracy Reporter
Dear Sir or Madam

Please find below my question for Friday's meeting, which | wish to read aloud in my
capacity as a member of the press.

The Bridgwater tidal barrier scheme is still awaiting its final business case being
approved by the Treasury. Chancellor of the exchequer Rachel Reeves ordered a
review of major infrastructure projects in late-July ahead of her first budget on
October 30, declaring: "If we can't afford it, we can't do it." With the Stonehenge
tunnel being cancelled and Wellington's new railway station hanging in the balance,
residents of Bridgwater deserve additional clarity on the status of this costly yet vital
project.

Can you please answer the following:

1. What assurance has the SRA, the EA and your partners received from the
government that the tidal barrier scheme will go ahead as planned, and that a
decision on the business case is imminent?

2. If the government chooses to cancel the tidal barrier in the budget, what will
happen to the funding that has already been committed by Somerset Council (via
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CIL) and the EA - and what alternative measures could be put in place to protect
Bridgwater's homes and businesses?

Many thanks

Daniel Mumby

Local Democracy Reporter



