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Introduction



Table of 
options

Number Option
1 Lower River Brue conveyance 

improvements – addressing localised 
slumping and channel narrowing at 
Bason Bridge and Hackness Sluice

2 Lower River Brue conveyance measures 
– wider improvements between Cripps 
River and Higbridge Clyse

3 Highbridge Clyse gates expansion

Not shown on 

figure

River Brue topping up of low spots

6 Mid River Brue conveyance 
improvements – main benefits shown 
from works between North Drain and 
Cripps River

10 Huntspill River lowering – retained 
water level lowered in advance of flood 
events

11 Clyse Hole weir removal – opportunity 
to remove structure and re-naturalise 
channels and reduce flood risk 

Shown as ‘Set 

Back’

Set back of flood banks



Combination 
scenarios

Scenario Individual Option 1 Individual Option 2 Individual Option 3

Combined Option 1 River Brue conveyance 
improvements from 
North Drain to 
Highbridge

Combined Option 2 River Brue conveyance 
improvements from 
North Drain to 
Highbridge

Huntspill level lowering 
in advance of flood 
events

Combined Option 3 River Brue conveyance 
improvements from 
North Drain to 
Highbridge

Huntspill level lowering 
in advance of flood 
events

Higbridge Clyse 
expansion

Combined Option 4 River Brue conveyance 
improvements from 
North Drain to 
Highbridge

Huntspill level lowering 
in advance of flood 
events

Set back of flood 
banks

Combined Option 5 River Brue conveyance 
improvements from 
North Drain to 
Highbridge

Huntspill level lowering 
in advance of flood 
events

Decoy Rhyne 
conveyance 
improvements



Flood risk 
impacts

• Able to show in variety 
of ways

• Flood extents



Flood risk 
impacts

• Able to show in variety 
of ways

• Flood depths



Flood risk 
impacts

• Able to show in variety 
of ways

• Flood durations



Economic assessment

• High level cost 
assessment

• Benefits assessment 
focussed on flood 
risk, but including 
agricultural damages 
as well as property 
and infrastructure

• Suggest only Option 1 
has BC ratio >1, but 
additional non flood 
risk benefits could be 
considered

• Disbenefit from 
including Decoy 
Rhyne

Option number and description
Benefits over
Baseline (£k)

Total Cost
(£k)

Benefit
Cost Ratio

Combined Option 1: River Brue conveyance improvements £570k £290k 1.9

Combined Option 2: River Brue conveyance improvements 
and Huntspill lowering

£1,050k £1,290k 0.8

Combined Option 3: River Brue conveyance improvements, 
Huntspill lowering, and Highbridge Clyse expansion

£1,090k £11,290k 0.1

Combined Option 4: River Brue conveyance improvements, 
Huntspill lowering, and setback flood banks

£1,060k £7,590k 0.1

Combined Option 5: River Brue conveyance improvements, 
Huntspill lowering, and Decoy Rhyne conveyance 
improvements

£910k £1,340k 0.7



Next steps

Items identified as 
stand alone 

projects (topping 
up of low spots and 

addressing pinch 
points in the 

channel at Bason 
Bridge and 

Hackness Sluice) 
could be taken 

forward as stand 
along projects

For the remaining 
options that have 

been shown to have 
a flood risk benefit 
it is recommended 

that a strategic 
approach is 
adopted to 

consider the wider 
opportunities and 

constraints

This will give the 
maximum 

opportunity to 
obtain funding and 
consent, therefore 

leading to the 
greatest chance of 

works being 
delivered.

This will require an 
organisation(s) to 

be prepared to take 
this forward



Questions
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